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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

78 Main Street, Hudson, MA 01749

(978) 562-2948
Paul Byrne, Chairman ____   ​​​​​​​​_______ Joseph Rodrigues ___________________Marianne Iarossi    

David Mercer  _______W. Minot Wood_____________Emilie Schuler_________Catherine Childs
Meeting Minutes
June 30, 2016
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by chair Paul Byrne
Roll Call: Paul Byrne, Marianne Iarossi, Catie Childs, Joe Rodrigues, Emilie Schuler(arrived 7:05), Brandon Parks (Associate Commissioner)
Staff: Pam Helinek
Public Hearings
33 Temple Ave, RDA
Present: Todd Billings

The applicant proposes to remove an old deck and construct a new one with a 4’ x 8’ extension using existing footings and one new sonotube.  Work is about 28 feet from the bank of Lake Boon on existing lawn of a flat lot. No work will be closer to the Resource Area than existing structures.  Paul Byrne moved to issue a negative determination, second by Joe Rodrigues, vote 5-0-0.
34 Causeway Street, RDA
Present: Michael Wade

The applicant proposes to build a 12’x20’ screened-in porch with a 10’x12’deck, supported on sonotubes, in the Buffer Zone to an intermittent stream and bordering vegetated wetland. The sonotubes will be installed using Techno metal posts so no digging is required. The property is flat and separated from the resource areas by a fence. The project will be at the outer edge of the Buffer Zone on existing lawn and concrete patio. .  Paul Byrne moved to issue a negative determination, second by Marianne Iarossi, vote 6-0-0.
Priest Street Lot 2A, 190-0xxx, NOI
Present: Isaac Low

Abutters: Amy Hudson (20 Marychris Dr), Steve Spokinski (31 Priest St), Jose Silva (24 Marychris Dr), Gail and Luis Dannenfels (22 Marychris Dr), Colin Parham (18 Priest St)

The applicant proposes to build a single family home with a septic system on an undeveloped lot in the Outer Riparian Zone to the Assabet River.  The lot contains Riverfront, Bordering Vegetated Wetland, and Land Subject to Flooding; however no work is being performed in BVW, floodplain, or the Inner Riparian Zone.  The house will share a common driveway with a neighboring house to minimize impacts on the resource area.  
Paul Byrne expressed concern that the site plans did not specify the elevation of the 100-year flood plain and that it was difficult to understand the slope of the lot from the plans.  The Commission was concerned about the close proximity of the house to the floodplain.  Paul Byrne said there would need to be permanent markers along the edge of the floodplain to prevent future encroachment. Emilie Schuler asked how many trees would be cut for the project. The applicant did not know the number.  Marianne Iarossi requested that the second house which is not in Resource Area be shown on the plans, because the houses are so close together and share a driveway.  The Commission expressed concern about the accuracy of the delineation, which was performed in February. 
A number of abutters were present and expressed concern about the project causing flooding on neighboring properties.  Amy Hudson of 20 Marychris Drive expressed concern about the septic system leaching into the Assabet River.  

Joe Rodrigues requested the applicant to have the lot staked, showing the proposed house and driveway, and to tie ribbons on the trees that will be cut.  Isaac Low will arrange with the engineer to have this done and then work with Pam Helinek to schedule a site visit.  The Commission also requested a new site plan, a list of trees (species and size) to be cut and requested that the wetland scientist either re-check his delineation or come to the next meeting and explain why his winter delineation was accurate. 
Highland Commons, 190-0481, EO

Present: Matt Oates (Benderson Development), Gene Crouch (VHB), Carolyn MacDonald (Berlin Conservation Commission)
Matt Oates distributed a new site plan showing the new wetland delineation.  There is approximately 41,000 square feet of mitigation required by the Order of Conditions, about 10,000 square feet in Hudson and 31,000 square feet in Berlin.  The total cost of the required mitigation today is $230,000-$270,000, with about 1/3 for Berlin and 2/3 for Hudson.  This leaves approximately $160,000-$200,000 to be spent for Hudson. Brandon Parks requested that the cost breakdown be made available to the Commission. 

Gene Crouch said that much of the area that was originally to be used for mitigation has revegetated  with birches and other pioneer species, that the access from Gates Pond Road is largely overgrown, and that a constructed pond in the proposed mitigation area is functioning well as a wetlands and wildlife habitat.  The banks of the pond are steep and should be regraded, and a failing infiltration system which is leaking water and creating a wetland at the base of the slope should be repaired.  However he would recommend not further disturbing the area and using the mitigation funds elsewhere. 

Matt Oates, Pam Helinek, and Catie Childs had a site visit to Tripps Pond by the forebay at 31 Maple Street at the entrance of Hogs Brook on Green Street, where they observed the high degree of sedimentation.  VHB can take samples to determine the depth of the sediment.  It will be hard to access the forebay at 31 Maple Street, which is built up with a patio and pool.  The outflow from the forebay is blocked, and Matt Oates suggested that it be opened up to improve conditions.  Tony Sanchez, property owner at 31 Maple Street, reported that black mud still enters the pond during heavy rains.  Since Highland Commons is now stabilized, this is either coming from elsewhere or is existing sediment swirling around.  Gene Crouch will talk to a company that does dredging to get estimates of the costs involved for both the forebay at 31 Maple and the pond itself.  Paul Byrne said that the pond has a gate and water levels can be lowered.  Gene suggested that late fall would be a good time to do the work.   
Benderson Development is meeting with the Berlin Conservation Commission next week and will put together a proposal for the August 4 Hudson Conservation Commission meeting. 

Administrative Business
COC Request – 50 Lakeside Ave

Marianne Iarossi reported that some of the plantings have died.  The Commission requires a 75% survival rate of the plantings and will wait until next year to issue a COC.

Minutes – June 23, 2016

Paul Byrne moved to accept the minutes from June 23, 2016, second by Catie Childs, vote 6-0-0.
Update – Foaming in brook at Juniper and Chapin 

DPW has scheduled inspections at 8 houses to look for illicit storm drain connections.  Paul Byrne requested that Pam Helinek find out if the two houses with permitted connections should have come to the Conservation Commission.

Update - Wetlands Bylaw draft
The Commission decided to add an exemption for DPW for repair or maintenance of existing roads, with a 14 day notice to the Conservation Commission required.  The Commission also decided to remove Town filing fees from the bylaw.  Instead the Conservation Commission will get a line item budget from the Community Development Department. Pam Helinek will complete a new draft and send to Town Counsel for approval.
Update – Danforth Falls Conservation Land
Pam Helinek met with a contractor and a volunteer on Danforth Falls Conservation Land and will get an estimate for improving and expanding the parking area to use when applying for CPA funds. 

Update – 37 Coolidge Street, 190-564

The OOC is recorded and is valid for another year under the Permit Extension Act.  Currently they are working just beyond the Riverfront Area and are testing the soil for a septic system.
Adjournment

Marianne Iarossi moved to adjourn, second by Catie Childs. The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 PM.
5

